
Round Hand  

 
 

Traditional calligraphy nib 
used for Roman Round 
Hand, Italic, Gothic and 
Uncial writing styles. Gilt 

finish 

Bronze Round Hand  

 
 

A more flexible traditional 
calligraphy nib used for 
Roman Round Hand, 

Italic, Gothic and Uncial 
writing styles 

Copperplate 1  
Crown Pen  

 
 

A fine nib specially suited 
to Copperplate writing. 

Copperplate 2  
Point Pen  

 
 

Suitable for small Cop-
perplate writing.) 

Ornamental Pen  
Ornamental   

Right oblique calligraphy 
nib with top loading res-

ervoir. 

Italic Nib  
Yellow Metal Nib  

Broad Point 
 

Calligraphy nib suitable 
for Italic handwriting 

Common Calligraphy Nib Types: 

How to care for your nibs: After usage, we suggest cleaning the 
nibs with a moistened paper towel to remove any left over ink. 
Then dry and store in a dry place, ready for your next usage. 

Visit us:           www.NostalgicImpressions.com 

An  

Introduction 

to Dip Pens  

The original calligraphy pens 
are also known as Dip Pens,  
stemming back to the early 
pens made from reeds or 
feather quills, used by dipping 
them  it into the ink.  A dip 
pen usually consists of a metal 
nib mounted on a handle or 
holder, which can be made of 
wood, metal, feather quills or 
even glass. Generally speaking, 
dip pens have no ink reservoir; 
therefore the user has to con-
tinue to dip the pen into ink in 
order to continue writing. 

Advantages of Dip Pens: The dip pen has certain advantages over 
a fountain pen. It can use waterproof pigmented (particle-and-
binder-based) inks, such as so-called India Ink, drawing ink, or 
acrylic inks, or many different types of inks which would destroy a 
fountain pen by clogging it up or causing corrosion over time. 
There is also a wide range of readily exchangeable nibs available 
so different types of lines and effects can be created. The nibs and 
handles are far cheaper than most fountain pens, and allow color 
changes much more easily. 
Nowadays, dip pens can still be used for regular writing as they 
were before, but dip pens are also appreciated by artists and are 
preferred by calligraphers for fine writing, since they can make 
great differences between thick and thin lines, and generally write 
more smoothly than other types of pens. 



Begin by sitting comfortably. You 
may find it helpful to work on a 
drawing board or similar surface 
angled at 30 degrees. You will 
need a pencil, smooth finish pa-
per and a ruler. Start by ruling up 
a framework for your lettering. 
The height of a particular style is 
set at a specific number of nib 

widths, and varies according to the size of nib selected. 

For practice, draw horizontal parallel lines about ¾” inch apart 
from each other on a piece of paper. Shake the ink bottle be-
fore use. Dip your nib into the ink and tap lightly on the bottle 
rim to free it of excess ink that would stain the paper when you 
first begin to write. Before tracing a definite mark, always try a 
rough draft to verify the right ink quantity and the absence of 
any foreign body on the tip. For a smooth and constant release 
of ink from nib to paper, the pen should always be held at a 20-
45 degree angle. 

When you have chosen a nib size and lettering style, make a 
scale on a piece of paper to establish the x-height of your 
letters. X-height is the height of lower case letters without as-

cenders (upstrokes) and descenders (downstrokes). Mark this 
down the edge of your writing paper, allowing the same space 
as x-height for ascenders and descenders. Now rule horizontal 
guidelines across the paper. Draw the lines in pencil so they 
can be erased when the ink is dry.  

How to insert a nib correctly into a dipping pen: Nibs are insert-
ed against the shaft (NOT in the middle of where the crossed 
shafts meet). This is usually counter intuitive, but it will hold 
much better when the nib is correctly inserted. 

FOUNDATION HAND 

POPULAR CALLIGRAPHY STYLES 

 

For more information and to become fully practiced in this fas-
cinating hobby, why not  pick up a book at your local library? 


